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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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WELCOME to this yearb Chr | st
of the Covenanter, the magazine of Avendale and Drumclo
Parish Church. It really does not seem like eight months sirjce
| was putting together the Easter edition. Time seems to go||so
quickly these days but that may just be a sign of getting oldgr!

What does remain constant in our Christian calendar is thg
wonder and excitement we experience as we relive the birth
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, especially if we can do this
through the eyes of our children, grandchildren and other
young people in our lives.

Last year we were able to take the message of Christmas t
the people of Srathaven by having live camels leading a prq-
cession through the town. So successful was this that we aje
doing it again this year! Please see details of this later in th

magazine. May we all use this opportunity to spread the wdfd
throughout our community about the wonder of Christ so thft
the true meaning of Christmas might be experienced by mghy
more, young and not so young.
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| hope that you will all be able to enjoy a very happy, joyous
and wondeffilled Christmas, knowing the promise and peacg
it brings with it.

My sincere thanks to all those who have
contributed to help to make this edition of
the magazine another one full of interestingy
articles.
Muriel Jones
Editor




Dear Members,

As your Interim Moderator | have had the opportunity to meet with many

of you at morning worship. However | am aware that there are some of you
who, for many reasons, do not hear what is happening during the vacancy.
Two things | wish to highlight. Firstly, the search for a new Minister. The
Nominating Committee has been very diligent and efficient in its work.
Much planning and effort has gone into letting the Ministers of the Kirk
know about the life and witness of Avendale and Drumclog. As | write, the
committee are pursuing several applications. It is our hope that in the near
future a nominee will be presented to you for election as Minister. Please
remember the committee in your prayers at this important time.

Secondly, you may have heard that the West Kirk has asked for discussions
regarding a possible union with Avendale and Drumclog. The Presbytery
has encouraged these talks and at the present time negotiations between
both Kirk Sessions are at an advanced stage. A Basis of Union is about to
be agreed and will be submitted to both congregations in the New Year. For
clarity of procedure the Union, if agreed, will take place after the Induction
of the new Minister of Avendale and Drumclogjh{s process is explained

in more detail in the Session report. Ed.|

The first few months of 2010 will therefore be both busy and exciting. |
look forward to continuing to share with you over this period of time and to
help to start a new chapter in the long and exciting history of this Parish.
May God bless you all.

Yours sincerely
Arthur Barrie

Wayside Pulpit

Wisdom is common sense grown old



The Camels are Coming Aha!

Overheard in a backstreet in Parkhead when we were collecting the Inn
scenery from the Church of the Nazarene last Christmas.... (yes we

brought a pub from Parkhead!)
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You might think that most people still know that somewhere in the midst
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Surely they know about the shepherds, the angels, the baby born in a
stable, the visit of the wise men. But do they? What about the missing
generation-0 KS 2y Sa ¢gK2 NBIffe& R2y Qi 1y2
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there last year when the camel parade came into the Common Green and

a hush fell on the crowd? Did you hear the children ask questions, and
grandparents and parents tell the story.
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when someone phones you up and offers you three camels 4 days before
Christmas, what do you say?

And so on 21st December Avendale and Drumclog are bringing the Cam-
els back to Strathaven for a second visit. The plan is to parade with chil-
dren from Kirkland Park Primary, down Lethame Road, right round the
Common Greento the West Kirk, who have kindly given the use of their
sanctuary, halls and garden for the event.
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even for the infant Saviour.

More/
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putting on their Nativity Play in the church itself.

Things to be done before now and then :

Stewards- we hope to provide 100 in total. The other churches are offer-
inghelp-6 dzi &4SS WAY AF &2dz KI@SyQid | f N

The bazaar we plan a number of stallshelp here- speak to May.

Spread the news] SiQa YI1S GKA& GKS 06S3Ay
and meaningful Christmas that connects us, and our community, with
the reason for the season.

Overheard in Avendale Churchafter the Nativity Play at last years camel
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Tell them!




AVONDALE SERVICES

Hamilton Road, Strathaven

Local Garage & Convenience Store
For all your Household & Grocery lines :

Open 7ad 8pm weekdays
& till 7pm at weekends
Tel: 01357 520097



